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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT KORUTURK'S STATEMENT TO COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

1. PRESIDENT KORUTURK, PRESIDING OVER OPEN SESSION OF COUNCIL 
OF MINSTERS DECEMBER 9, MADE SPEECH IN WHICH HE CALLED ON 
PARLIAMENT EITHER TO FORM A GOVERNMENT OR TO DECIDE TO HOLD 
ELECTIONS. OTHER SIGNIFICANT POINTS: 

A. KORUTURK RECOUNTED THE EVENTS LEADING TO THE DESIGNATION 
OF IRMAK AS PRIMIN, MENTIONING ESPECIALLY THE NOVEMBER 1 1 
MEETING WITH PARTY LEADERS AND HOW HE HAD RELIED ON THEIR 
"EXPLICIT AND TACIT PLEDGES" TO EITHER PARTICIPATE IN OR SUPPORT 
AN IRMAK GOVERNMENT. HE MADE CLEAR THAT THEY HAD FAILED TO 
LIVE UP TO THEIR PROMISES. 
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B. THE IRMAK GOVERNMENT, EVEN WITHOUT A VOTE OF 

CONFIDENCE, WAS AN IMPROVEMENT OVER THE RESIGNED ECEVIT GOVERN- 
MENT (AS IT WAS JUST PRIOR TO ITS RESIGNATION), KORUTURK DECLARED, 
SINCE IT WAS "MORE COHERENT AND CONSTRUCTIVE" AND WOULD CONTINUE 
WORKING UNTIL A NEW GOVERNMENT COULD BE FORMED. HE EMPHASIZED THA 
NO ONE "AT HOME OR ABROAD" SHOULD ERRONEOUSLY ASSUME THAT TURKEY 
WAS NOT STRONG. 

C. BECAUSE IT IS THE PRESIDENT WHO REPRESENTS THE 

CONTINUITY OF THE STATE AND SERVES AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS, 
THE PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT BE LEFT AS A "SILENT OBSERVER" DURING 
PERIODS WHEN THERE IS A STALEMATE OVER FORMATION OF A GOVERNMENT. 
ACCORDINGLY. KORUTURK CALLED FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION TO 

STRENGTHEN PRESIDENTIAL POWERS. 

2. COMMENT: PRESIDENT KORUTURK, IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
SELDOM USED PROVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION, PRESIDED OVER THE 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS AND INVITEDTHE PRESS, THUS ASSURING WIDE 
PUBLICITY FOR WHAT HE HAD TO SAY. HIS REMARKS APPARENTLY WERE 
AIMED AT PUTTING MORE PUBLIC PRESSURE ON PARTIES TO RESOLVE 
THE GOVERNMENT CRISIS; EQUALLY, WITH AN EYE ON DRUSSELS, HE 
PUT HIS WEIGHT BEHIND THE MESSAGE THAT THE IRMAK GOVERNMENT IS 
NOT A CRIPPLE. HIS CALL FOR SRENGTHENING PRESIDENTIAL POWERS 
IS, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, THE FIRST SUCH APPEAL BY A TURKISH 
PRESIDENT. IT PROBABLY REFLECTS MORE KORUTURK'S FRUSTRATION 
WITH TURKISH POLITICAL SYSTEM THAN ANY PERSONAL AMBITIONS. 

IT IS POSSIBLE THAT HIS PROPOSAL COULD BE CONSIDERED AS YET 
ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE REMEDY (ALONG WITH EARLY ELECTIONS AND 
CHANGES IN THE ELECTION LAW) FOR CURING TURKEY'S CURRENT 
GOVERNMENT PROBLEMS. 
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